
Haute, haute, haute 
2013 Studio Tour weekend promises to be classier affair 
by E. Assata Wright 
Reporter staff writer  
09.22.13 - 12:03 am 
 
If Jersey City is ever really going to become the best mid-sized city in America, as the new mayor is oh so fond of 
saying, it’s going to have to prove, figuratively speaking, that it knows how to put on a tuxedo and heels and sit 
proper at the opera, just like the big kids. In other words, small and amateur will have to give way to professional 
and polished. 
 
To that end, Luca Cusolito, who was selected by Pro Arts to coordinate the 2013 Artists’ Studio Tour, said last year 
was a “turning point” for the tour and she felt there was enough history and momentum to take the event to another 
level. 
 
“Over the years I’ve been to a lot of group art exhibitions. I like to attend Armory Week (in New York City). I like 
to attend SCOPE and Art Basil in Miami. I’ve definitely gotten a taste of what other [organizations] are doing to 
showcase artists in a group exhibition setting. We have so many wonderful opportunities in Jersey City, we really 
deserve to have something nice and something memorable, and that’s what I hope to achieve.” 

_____________ 
‘We have so many wonderful opportunities in Jersey City, we really deserve to have 
something nice and something memorable, and that’s what I hope to achieve.’ – Luca 

Cusolito 
____________ 

Hosted and organized by the Jersey City Division of Cultural Affairs and the nonprofit organization Pro Arts, the 
annual Artists’ Studio Tour is a free two-day self-guided walking tour of galleries, exhibitions, artists’ studios, and 
art in public spaces. The Hudson Reporter is a tour co-sponsor. 
 
Each year the tour, which has grown in recent years, showcases the work of professional artists who live and create 
in Jersey City, but whose art may be unfamiliar to the larger community. While many sites along the tour route are 
located downtown organizers said there will be several dynamic group shows in the Jersey City Heights, Greenville, 
and Bergen-Lafayette communities as well. 
 
Lots to see 
 
For the second year the tour will return to the Bergen-Lafayette-based Tenmarc Building, at 430 Communipaw 
Ave., for its opening night kick-off party and a series of weekend-long group shows. The kick-off opening night 
party, which is free to the community, will get underway on Friday, Oct. 4 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 
Last year the cavernous Tenmarc space played host to several group art exhibits that were showcased on opening 
night. But in a change from 2012, Cusolito and Pro Arts did a public call for curators to curate separate shows in 
each of the Tenmarc spaces. 
 
For example, Andrea Morin, who has curated several shows for LITM, curated a group show of erotic art titled “Into 
the Boudoir” for one of the Tenmarc rooms. Nyugen Smith has another space in Tenmarc that will combine visual 
and performance art. In a similar vein, Art House Productions is also curating a show at Tenmarc that will largely be 
theatrical in scope, but which will also encompass visual art as well. 
 
Cusolito said special attention was paid this year to how the work there will be presented. 
 
“Last year, there were kind of hodge podge walls,” she recalled. “What we did this year is we took those walls down 
and we put up nice clean white walls. So, it’s going to have an upscale exhibition-type of feel. There are a lot more 
things to see this year and a lot more room to walk around.” 
 
Another significant group show will once again take place on Oct. 5 and 6 at 150 Bay St., a space that will be so 
packed with offerings that Cusolito suggested that attendees set aside “several hours” for that show. 



 
With emphasis going to the big group shows in the last couple of years, it’s easy to forget that Artists’ Studio Tour 
weekend is, in fact, a tour that encompasses many small individual work studios and stand-alone gallery exhibits 
that can get lost in the shuffle. This year, the Division of Cultural Affairs said there are about 400 artists showing 
their work in roughly 75 different venues throughout the city. With so much to see at 150 Bay and the Tenmarc, 
attendees shouldn’t forget to check out the dozens of other work on display during tour weekend. 
 
The full tour schedule will be published in the Sept. 29 edition of the Jersey City Reporter and will be available 
throughout the weekend of the tour. 
 
All of the gallery shows included in the Artists’ Studio Tour are free and open to the public.  
 
So long, Fourth Street Art and Music Festival 
 
For the past nine years, Fourth Street Arts has hosted a day-long outdoor live music festival that has always 
coincided with Studio Tour Saturday. This year the free festival will return for its 10th and final year, according to 
photographer and festival founder Mike McNamara. 
 
“It’s just time to wrap this…event up, and the tenth is a nice place to do it,” McNamara told the Reporter in August. 
 
In honor of its decade-long contribution to the cultural life of the community, the festival will go from (roughly) 10 
a.m. to 10 at night on Saturday, Oct. 5. 
 
The day will start Breakfast with the Beatles at 10:15. 
 
“There’s going to be a live band that’s going to play a one-hour set of Beatles songs and for anybody who comes 
there’s going to be free coffee, juice, and bagels,” McNamara said. 
 
This will be followed by an interactive performance by Preschool of Rock at 11:30 a.m. and Three Little Birds. Both 
bands are kid-friendly and should appeal to families.  
 
For those interested in more adult fare, the day will feature 10 additional bands, including Wyld Life, Crazy in the 
Brain, Born at Sea, the Dove Cats, and Rest Ashore, among others. 
 
Also included in this year’s Art and Music Festival will be the Jersey City Homebrew Competition, from 4 to 8 p.m. 
at 377 Newark Ave. The Homebrew Competition will feature over 25 homebrews produced by Jersey City brewers 
and others. Participants will have an opportunity to sample the available beers and vote for their favorites. 
 
Prizes will be given to the top two brews, as decided by a panel of judges, although there will also be a “people’s 
choice” award given as well. 
 
While the Artists Studio Tour and the Art and Music Festival are free events, there is an admission fee to participate 
in the Jersey City Homebrew Competition. Tickets are $17 in advance and $20 the day of the event. To purchase 
tickets in advance, visit jchb.brownpapertickets.com. A service fee will apply. Proceeds from the competition will 
benefit Fourth Street Arts’ scholarships given to Jersey City high school students with an interest in pursuing an arts 
degree in college. 
 
“It’s going to be mellow, but music heavy,” McNamara said of this year’s Art and Music Festival. “We have two 
stages right next to each other. So, it’s going to be music, after, music, after music with no breaks. There will be a 
big final jam to end it all.” 
 
McNamara and the Fourth Street Arts organization are regrouping, he said, and might return in 2014 with a summer 
concert event in lieu of the October Art and Music Festival. 
 
E-mail E. Assata Wright at awright@hudsonreporter.com. 
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Jersey City Artists Studio Tour starts off 
strong 
Summer Dawn Hortillosa / For The Jersey Journal By Summer Dawn Hortillosa / For The Jersey Journal  
on October 05, 2013 at 4:45 PM, updated October 05, 2013 at 5:29 PM  

The 23rd annual Jersey City Artists Studio Tour is off to a strong start with crowds visiting over 70 locations for 
the citywide event.  

Hundreds attended the kickoff party at the Tenmarc Building, 430 Communipaw Ave., a flagship location for the 
tour, which is run by the city Division of Cultural Affairs and Pro Arts Jersey City.  

Attendees were immersed in art in installation group shows like the steamy "In the Boudoir" curated by Andrea 
Morin and "Dark Fable" by Art House Productions which married visual art, creative writing and theater. There 
were also performances by conceptual artist Nyugen Smith and the cast of upcoming play "A Legend of 
Communipaw" directed by Trish Szymanski, adapted from a Washington Irving short story set in late 1600s Dutch 
Jersey City. 

Studio Tour Coordinator Luca Cusolito said last night was a success.  

"I'm really encouraged by the tremendous amount of community support and really proud of the artists and curators 
who put this together," said Cusolito. "It's nice to see the (artists and curators) interacting," she added. "I'm proud 
that we've facilitated that." 

Franc Palaia, who founded the tour and remembered when it only included about 25 studios, was pleased to see how 
far it's come. 

"It's grown way beyond our initial imagination," said Palaia, who has a studio on Fourth and Newark. "Big doesn't 
always mean better, but I'm this case, there are more artists now and the tour is growing according to its needs." 

Today, tourgoers are making their way to venues in neighborhoods like Downtown Jersey City, the Village, the 
Powerhouse Arts District, the Heights, West Side, Bergen-Lafayette and Greenville. 

One of today's highlights is the 10th annual 4th Street Art and Music Festival at Fourth Street and Newark Avenue. 
Hundreds are turning out to the Village neighborhood forwhat will be the final edition of the event, which is 
featuring local bands like Overlake, Crazy and the Brains, Wyldlife and even Star-Ledger and Journal correpondent 
Jim Testa. Local artists and vendors are also joining in on the fun. 

4th Street Arts' Mike McNamara reflected on the legacy of the popular event, which ends today at about 10 pm. 

"We made a hub. We gave artists a place to go at night after 6 p.m. when everything closes down," he said. 
"Everyone just came here and it was amazing." 

Now, he says, other venues are also becoming "hubs," such as 150 Bay Street, which is home to dozens of resident 
artists and will also host the closing party for the tour tomorrow from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Steps away from 150 Bay are several artist studios and group exhibits like "Memento Mori" at Warehouse Cafe, 140 
Bay St., which mixes playful and serious looks at mortality, and a photography exhibit by several Pro Arts Jersey 
City members at CityLife Church, 125 First St. 



Photographer Charlie Steiner, who is showing vivid shots of workers repairing rice terraces in northern Luzon, 
Philippines, said he's glad to display his work at CityLife. 

"I like being in places where people see art in their normal life," he said. 

While group shows in galleries, businesses and community spaces are increasingly becoming hot spots on the tour, 
there are still plenty of good old-fashioned studios to visit. Artist and graphic designer Andy Castillo, for example, 
is opening his home at 179 Newark St. for the fourth time. 

"I really like it because people respect my area. They know it's a private space," said Castillo, who hangs his black-
and-white acrylic paintings in the common area of his apartment, where you can also see hi work computer, pictures 
of his 6-year-old son Daniel on his fridge, and other personal mementos.  

Many visitors, he says, enjoy the intimacy of the space and ask him about more than just his process or what paint 
he uses. 

"Some people come here and are very into not only my artwork, but also my life," he said. "They ask about the 
Dominican Republic, my life back there, why I came over here and the transition process." 

Many say getting to know local artists is one of the best perks of the tour. 

Jayne Freeman, a local writer and childbirth educator, said she tries to go to every art event possible in JC. "The art 
scene has been a part of my world since I got here," she said. "I always thought it was better to move here than any 
other part of Jersey from Manhattan...here we have things like they have in DUMBO, Williamsburg or what SoHo 
used to be. And what's different about Jersey City is that here, you can know virtually all the artists. It's more fun 
that way." 

The Jersey City Artists Studio Tour continues through 6 p.m. today and from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. tomorrow at 72 
venues throughout the city. Maps can be obtained at various tops as well as at City Hall, 280 Grove St. Shuttle buses 
going to key stops citywide depart from City Hall. 

Stay tuned tomorrow for more coverage of the tour. 
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