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ANN APTAKER
After a lifetime in museums and galleries on the East and West coasts, Ann’s most recent position was Curator of Exhibitions at the Morris Museum in New Jersey where she mounted exhibitions ranging from classical to cutting-edge contemporary art, as well as exhibitions of photography, clothing and costume history and film history. Her efforts were rewarded with favorable articles in Art in America, American Art Review, and the New York Times. Ann resigned from the museum in 2009 to accept independent curatorial and art consulting projects, among them co-curating the annual Sculptors Guild exhibition on Governors Island, New York, and as a consultant to various artists in the New York/New Jersey metropolitan area. Ann has an M.F.A. from Tyler School of Art/Temple University. She is also a published short story writer and is on the Adjunct Faculty of Art History at the New York Institute of Technology.

MARY BIRMINGHAM 

Mary Birmingham is Curator at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, where she directs an ambitious program of contemporary art exhibitions. She began her career at the Whitney Museum, and for nine years was a member of the curatorial department of the Montclair Art Museum. From 2007 -2010, she was Director of Exhibitions at the Hunterdon Art Museum in Clinton, NJ. Birmingham received an MA in Art History from Hunter College, with a concentration in American Modernism.  She has organized numerous exhibitions, and has written and lectured on a variety of topics in American and contemporary art.

VIRGINIA FABBRI BUTERA, Director, Therese A. Maloney Art Gallery
College of Saint Elizabeth, Morristown, NJ.
Virginia Fabbri Butera, Ph.D. is the Chairperson of the Art and the Music Programs, Director of the Therese A. Maloney Art Gallery and a tenured Professor of Art History at the College of Saint Elizabeth in Morristown, NJ. She received her B.A. in Renaissance Studies at Trinity College in Hartford, CT, her M.A. in History of Art at Johns Hopkins University and her Ph.D. in Art History from the Graduate School and University Center at the City University of New York. 
For the last four years, Dr. Butera was the Chair of the Exhibition Review Panel at the Visual Art Center of New Jersey and she has recently become a member of the Public Art Committee in Summit, NJ. She has curated art exhibitions for more than thirty years for museums and galleries such as the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Toledo Museum of Art, Yale University Art Gallery and other institutions around the country. In January 2011, she opened her seventeenth major exhibition, Visual Phrasing, at the Maloney Art Gallery, which is part of a project, "The Phrase in Art" sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts. She has just been awarded her second NEA grant for a program associated with her upcoming exhibition, The Abstract Universe: Microcosm/Macrocosm. Last May, Dr. Butera was named Arts Advocate of the Year by the Arts Council of the Morris Area, Morristown, NJ. She has published and lectured widely throughout her career.

SEAN CARROLL Program manager Artist residencies

Sean Carroll is an artist working in photography and video and an arts administrator based in New York City.  He is currently the Program Manager for Artist Residencies at Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC), where he oversees LMCC's two studio residency programs, Workspace and Swing Space.  He's held various positions in photography and the arts including stints st Blind Spot Magazine, GiganticArtSpace, and the Center for Photography at Woodstock.  He recently completed the Residency for New York City Arts Workers at the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts.
EVONNE DAVIS,  Artistic Director, Gallery Aferro  Newark, NJ
Evonne M. Davis is a photographer, conceptual artist and independent curator. She is co-founder of Gallery Aferro, an artist-owned and operated exhibition and studio space as well as the Gallery Director at City Without Walls, both in downtown Newark, NJ. Evonne has facilitated and curated exhibitions in the tri-state area since 2001, in innovative locations such as vacant lots and store fronts, a tent, and the back seat of a vintage Volvo station wagon. She dedicates her time to developing and sharing physical and intellectual resources with the Newark artist community. She has extensive experience working in the New York City public school system. Using various philosophical influences, she works to create a fluid exchange between science, history, literature and art.  She studied at Cornell University and the School of Visual Arts.
MARGARET, O'REILLY, Curator of Fine Art, New Jersey State Museum 
Margaret O'Reilly is the Curator of Fine Art at the New Jersey State Museum in Trenton.  Ms. O’Reilly joined the State Museum staff in 1988, and took on the curatorial role in 1997.  
     At the State Museum, she has organized over 85 exhibitions including a complete re-installation of the Museum’s art collection – American Perspectives: The Fine Art Collection; the critically well-received exhibitions, Reality & Artifice – New Jersey Arts Annual: Fine Art (2010), Transcendent: Toshiko Takaezu in the State Museum Collection (2009-10), Women's Works (2002), and Mel Leipzig: A Retrospective (1998); as well as Vision & Voice: Artists in Dialogue with Contemporary Poetry (2005), and a number of New Jersey Artist Series exhibitions.  
     Ms. O’Reilly received her MA in painting from Kean University, and her work has been included in numerous exhibitions in the region.  Her research and exhibition interests echo those found in her own creative output and include issues of chance, identity and mortality, among others, while the formal qualities of particular interest are density, repetition and serial structure. 
